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TKe present invenfeion relates to safety deviaes 
associated with working . i^urf aces isuch j^a Uie tops of 
kltclieri^ ;Work or laboratory benches and the like, and ziiore 
5 partieuiarly to means for the prevention of acciderifeial 
dislodgi^ment of. objects or spillage of fluids from those 
working surfaces. 
BACKGROUND 

For many people the lack of a . suitable device to 
10 prevent the accidental spillage of materials or fluids and 
the accidental dis lodgement of objects from baches t 
Gooktops and tables, has resulted in serious injxiry and or 
expense and even, in extreme cases, to fatalities* 

The accidental spillage of hot or caustic fluids (for 
15 exainple hot tea or coffee) from benches and tables in the 
kitchen is one of the leading causes of death and injury 
for young children in western civilizations- The elderly 
and infirm also suffer from such occurrences. 

The accidental dislodgement of objects and the 
20 spillage of fluids from work benches and tables can iirpact 
on industry both financially and through injury to 
employees. School science benches are another area of 
potential risk if an object is accid^tally dislodged or a 
fluid spilled; hot and caustic substances again being a 
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leading eauise of i^jix^ school ag^ chilcfcati in .the 

:classrcfoiQ:« 

Ife is an bbjl ect of tdie preseat inyentipn to offer j^cn 
aid in the prevention .of :^uch. incidi^ats. . .... 

Accordingly,, in one broad fozrm. of. the invention, there 
is provided a dexnoixatabXe safety guard adapted for 
prevention of accidental urged dislodgirient of an article ox: 
liquid over an edge of a fixed horizontal surfacer said 
10 edge not otherwise p.z:ecl;uding the dislodgement of said 
article. 

Preferably said surface includes a bench top, a 
cooktop or a table top« 

Preferably said guard coxnprlses a substantially 
15 vertical elongate rectangular member having an outwardly 
facing surface and an inwardly facing surface bounded by 
edges « extending along at least a portion of an edge of 
said surface. 

Preferably said edge is any edge of said surface from 
20 which said article can fall when urged to within 
sufficiently close proximity of said edge. 

Preferably said gviard is adapted to be inserted into a 
slot in said surface. 
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Preferably said :slofe is provided with a cover strip;. 
. said strip adapted to i>reveht the ingress dirt and other 
matter into isaid silot- 

Freferably said Stiard is adapted fco be inserted ihto a 
5 guard retainiiag means atta^ to said surface, 

Preferal>ly. said, retaining means is in the form of an 
extruded channel^ said channel adapted to be attached to 
said surface. 

Preferably said extruded channel is attached to said 
10 surface by . attachment means including one or more of: 

a) an applied adhesive 

b) a double sided adhesive tape 

c) magnetic means 

d) suction means 

15 e) mechanical means including screws and rivets 

and the like. 

Preferably said guard is attached to said surface by 
means of hinged elements. 

Preferably said guard and said guard retaining means 
20 are formed of metallic materials^ 

Preferably said guard and said guard retaining means 
are formed of non-metallic materials. 
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Preferably 8^4,4 jjuard and. said .gua£:4. retaining means 
ate . foirmed of . a Gbtnbinatiori of metallic and non-metallic 
materials • • . 

. , Accoraingly, iii. another broad form of the invention/ 
5 -there is pr^^ a method for the prevention . of th 

aocidental urged dislodgement of aii article or liquid over 
an edge of a fixed horizontal eurface, said method 
including the provision of a gizard meimberr di^osed alofig at 
least a portion of said edge of said surface, said guard 
lb mraiber extending, a sufficient height above said surface 
thereby defining a barrier to dislodgement of said article 
or liquid. 

Accordingly, in yet another broad form of the 
invent i on r tbere is provided a method of providing a safety 
15 guard, member for the edge of a fixed horizontal surface 
wherein said guard member is inserted into a slot disposed 
along said edge of said surface. 

Accordingly, in yet another broad torm of the 
invention, there is provided a method of providing a safety 
20 guard meitiber for the edge of a fixed horizontal surface 
wherein said guard member is retained in an extruded 
channel fixed along an edge of said surface. 

Accordingly, in yet another broad foxm of the 
invention, there is provided a method of providing a safety 
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guard inemi>er fo?- t^he. edge o± a fixed horizontal surface 
whereiiii said • guard- mer^ is attached along an edge of fiaid 



surface, try- ^nge e^;^«ltB, 
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Ento ..of; the ©resent invention will now be 

described with reference to the acconipanyihg drawings 



wherein: 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bianch top safety 
feature according to a first embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 2 Is a perspective view of an alternative 



retaining means of the ernbodiment of figure 1- 



Figure 3 is a perspective view of a bench top safety 
feature according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

Figvire 4 is a perspective view of a component for use 
15 with the arrangement of any one of figures 1, 2 or 3. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of means of attachment 
of a component of the eftibodiment of figure 1. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the embodiment of 
figure 1 in use, 
20 DETAZXiED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERKEO EUBODIHENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention provide for the 
addition of suitable guard elements to the periphery of 
working surfaces where the edges of those working surfaces 
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are not pthfBrwise protected, such as for escaaiple by 
splashbacks or fiflDubHiihg^ v^ 

In a fi^sti pref ^rre^; . e^ of the invention with 

ref^r^cd to figures 1 and 2, bliere is provided a 
5 yertically exteaiding gfuard element 1 lopated in a retaining 
element 2 (or 4) . Guard element 1 is in the form of ah 
elongate rigid strip of suitalple height and thickness 
extending along at . least a . portion . of an exposed edge bf a 
working siixface as inay best be seen in figure 6- 

10 As may be seen in figiire 5/. in this, first ertibodimfent 

the guard element 1 is secured to the working surface of a 
bench top 6 by means of a retaining element 2 (or 4) in the 
form of an extruded channel section. Retaining element 2 
(or 4) may be secured to bhe bench top 6 by a variety of 

15 means as shown in figure 6, for exan^le by screws 9, rivets 
10 or by means of two-sided self-adhesive strip 8, Furthesr 
metdiods of holding the retaining element 2 (or 4) to the 
surface of bench top 6 may included bonding with suitable 
adhesives, or non-mechanical means such as magnetic strips 

20 or by suction means « 

Guard element 1 may be fixed either permanmtly or 
releaseably or s«ni -permanently (for example by a friction 
fib or by a moulded locking fit) in retaining eloaent 2 (or 
4) or may be held in place as a friction fit so as to allow 
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for ibs removjil when the guard functiq^i.. is not required.. 
,6uard element 1 ittaiy: optionally: be provided with a hole 3 so 
as to allow for its storage at some convenient location^ by 
3U9pension from a hook {not shown] . . 
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In a second preferred en)bo<iLment of the invention as 
shown in figure 3, . guar^ . element 1 is- mounted in a slot 5 
located along an edge of bench top 6. OSlie slot may be 



formed by machining into, the surface of the bench top Or as 




iO top. 



In this CTibodirrient also, guard element- 1 may be 
permanently fixed either permanently or semi -permanently 
(for exaunple by si friction fit or by a moulded locking fit) 
in slot 5 or alternatively may be located in the slot as a 
15 friction fit so as to be removable when desired* In this 
latter case slot 5 may be provided with a cover strip 7 
(shown in figure 4) so as to prevent the ingress of 
material or liquids into slot 5 and as an aid to 
appearance. 

20 In a further preferred embodiment of the invention, 

the slot may be covered by a spring- loaded cover strip 
which is urged into position over the slot as the guard 
element is removed* 
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la yet a further preferred embodimenb of the 
. - i?iv:entloa, guard . element 1 maiy be . opeiratively attached " td 
b^ch top 6 by means of hinges. The hinges may be 
permanently attached to the working stir face of the baHdh 
5 tbp. or alternatively could be demountable. 

Tii all the embodiments described, the guard element 
. may be formed from any of a . range of suitable materials , 
including laminates of tiinber, pressed fibre, or plastic or 
combinations tliereof and metals such as steiel or aluminium » 
lo Non-metallic materials may be tr^insparent pr opaque. 

In use the guard element, acts both to prevent liquids 
from flowing over the edge* or objects from accidentally 
being pushed over the edge of a bench top and as an 
impediment to small children reaching up to pull an object 
15 over the. edge. In particular, a guard element arranged 
along the front of a cooktop located in the surface of a 
kitchen bench tpp will serve to minimize the possibility of 
this highly dangerous occurrence. 

For embodiments of the invention in which the guard 
20 element is removable from the slot, different guard 
elements may be provided in a range of heights to suit 
differ^t working and safety conditions. Thus for exairple 
in a laboratory situation where relatively tall vessels are 
in use, a relatively high guard can be inserted into the 
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retaining el&aeaiti, whereas where tihe -only- concern i-s t^he 

spilling of liquids, a relatively :low Qvistad may be. 
a£>prppriat:e . 
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. 1. A demoTinfeable safiety guard adapfee^ Ixi?evention of 
accidentai wged.dislrodginent of. an article or liqaid 
5 over an; eds^e of a- f ixed Jborizontal surf acej . said e^sre 

not Qfcherwi^e preeXudingf the . dislodgement of said 
article, 

:2. Thi& safoty ..gnard of. claim 1 whereiu said surface 
includes a bench top, a cbofctop and a table top. 

10 3. The safety guard of claim 2 whierein siaid guard 
comprises a substantially vertical elongate 
rectangular member having an outwardly facing 
surface and an inwardly facing surface bounded by 
edges, ext^ding along at least a portion of an edge 

IS of said surface. 

4, The safety guard of claim 3 wherein said edge is any 
edge of said surface from which said article can 
fall when urged to within sufficiently close 
proximity of said edge. 

20 5. The safety guard of any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein 
said guard is adapted to be inserted into a slot in 
said surface. 

6. The safety guard of claim 5 wherein said slot is 
provided with a cover strip; said strip adapted to 
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prevent tjie ingress of dirt atxd other inatter into 
said slot 

The safety , gruArd of any . of claims 1 to A wherein 
said guard is adapted to be. inserted into a guard 
retainin^g. means-attached to said surface . 
The safety guard of . claim 7 whereiix said retaining 
means is in the form of an extruded channel, said 
channel adapted to be attached to said surf ace - 
The safety guard of claim 8 wherein said extruded 
channel ie attached to said sua^face by attachment 
means including 

a. axi applied, adhesive 

b. a double sided adhesive tape 

c. magnetic means 

d. suction means 

e. mechanical means including screws and rivets and 
the like. 

The safety guard of claim 4 wherein said guard is 
attached to said surface by means of hinged 
elements • 

The safety guard of any of claims 1 to 10 wherein 
said guard and said guard retaining means are formed 
of metallic materials. 
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12 • The safety guard of claim of any of claims 1 to 10 
Wheirein said guard and said guard retaining n^ans 
are formed of non-metallic materials . 

13. The safety guard o£ any of claims 1 to 10 wherein 
5 said guard and sarid guard retaining in.^ are formed 

of a combination of metallic, and non^metalltc 
materials . 

14. ; A method for the prevention of the accidental urg^d 

dislodgem^t of an article or liquid over aii edg^ of 
lO a fixed horizontal surface., said/ method including 

the provision of a guard member disposed along at 
least a portion of said edge of said surface, said 
guard member extending a sufficient height above 
said surface thereby defining a barrier to 
15 dislodgement of said article or li<iuid, 

15. A method of providing a safety guard meniber for the 
edge of a fixed horizontal surface viierein said 
guard meniber is inserted into a slot disposed along 
said edge of said surface. 

20 16. A method of providing a safety guard meinber for the 
edge of a fixed horizontal surface wherein said 
guard member is retained in an extruded channel 
fixed along an edge of said surface. 
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17 • A method o£ px-oviding a saf et^y guard member for tlae 
^ge Qt a fixed horizsonbai surface, wherein said 
guard meinber is attached along an edge of said 
surf ace by hinge* el^exitg* 
5 18. A safety guard substantially as herein described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings.. 
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